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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2 and 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watson (US Pub 2003/0227903) in view of Akman (US Pat 
7,146,410). 

As to claims 1, 11-12, Watson teaches a method and system for implementing 
multimedia calls across a private network boundary, comprising a public network 
(network 110, [0034]) and at least one private network (Networks 112 and 114, [0034] 
with various stations 150 used for real-time bi-directional multimedia communications, 
such as services-real-time audio, video, and data communications-over packet 
networks, including Internet protocol (IP)-based networks, [0028]), characterized in that 
the system comprises: 

multimedia terminals (station 150 of fig. 1) of various protocols (SIP or H. 323, 
[0028]); 

at least one boundary gateway (router 130 of fig. 1) for connecting the private 
network (Networks 112 and 114, [0034]) and the public network (network 110, [0034]), 
and performing the translation of a private network address and a public network 
address, wherein each boundary gateway is provided with a unique subnetwork ID (IP 
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address with dedicated port, [0044, 0061, 0062]. For example if the private IP address 
is 192.168.1.8 the station 150 will be assigned port 2008, [0063]) to correspond to the 
private network connected therewith (the NAT firewall will translate the private address 
to a public address; also known as masquerading, [0035]). 

a call controller (public proxy/gate keeper (PPG 120)) for establishing calls and 
controlling service logics, in which is recorded the correspondence relationship 
information of all said boundary gateways and the subnetwork IDs (During an 
exemplary VOIP telephone call between endpoints (e.g., a call from station 150a in 
network 112 to station 150fin network 114), the initiating station 150a transmits a call 
setup to PPG 120. In response, PPG 120 finds the IP address of station 150ffrom a 
database. Subsequently, PPG 120 transmits a setup to station 150f, [0030-0035]); 

wherein the call controller processes the call concerning a private network 
according to the subnetwork ID information (PPG 120 provides call control services for 
stations 150, such as address translation, admissions control and bandwidth control, 
[0030-0035 and 0040]). 

Watson does not explicitly teach at least one media gateway for connecting with 
multimedia terminals of various protocols. 

Akman teaches at least one media gateway (Media Gateway 130 of fig. 1A) for 
connecting with multimedia terminals of various protocols (first embodiment of the 
invention is a device for translating IP addresses of control protocol messages sent 
between nodes on separate IP networks, col. 1, lines 64-67) for the purpose of ensuring 
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that appropriate routing of a communication session ensuring that the packets reach to 
the intended destinations. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to the ordinary skill artisan at the time of 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Akman into the teaching of 
Watson for the purpose of enhancing security and higher quality of service. 

As to claim 2, Watson teaches the media gateway, as an access point of 
multimedia services (see claim 1: real-time bi-directional multimedia communications, 
such as services-real-time audio, video, and data communications) for the multimedia 
terminals connected therewith, assembles the signaling information of the multimedia 
terminals (see claim 1: stations 150) to the call controller into the standard signaling 
information according to the respective protocol (during call signaling, station 150 sends 
call-signaling messages to PPG 120, [004]) and sends it to the boundary gateway 
connected with the media gateway (see claim 1). 

Watson does not explicitly teach "not changing the content of the signaling 
message). 

It is however as appreciated by the ordinary artisan, the role and function of the 
NAT is to masquerade the address hiding an entire address space (usually consisting of 
private network addresses) behind a single address in another public address space. 
NAT is quite common not to deal with the content of the message. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan to clearly define the 
role and function of the NAT to eliminate any assumption that in protecting the security 
of the message, NAT will do everything within the defined role and function of 
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masquerading the address, rather than the changing of the content of the message. 
(Additional support as noticed that Beser et al. in US Pat 6,523,068 (applicant's 
disclosure) teaches "network address translation interferes with the end-to-end routing 
principal of the Internet that recommends that packets flow end-to-end between network 
devices without changing the contents of any packet along a transmission route, col. 2, 
lines 30-35). 

As to claims 5-7, Watson, in view of Akman, does not teach that the private 
network of the system can further have private networks nested within. 

It is however obvious to the ordinary artisan that very system that Watson 
teaches can be modified with a private network within a private network and still 
conformed to the industry standards, regulations and requirements where the nested 
private network can have a similar configuration setup and interface as the private 
network interface with the public network with sub-network ID, media gateway and 
boundary gateway. 

As to claims 8-10, both Watson and Akman teach each private network is 
provided with a unique subnetwork ID and that the subnetwork ID of each boundary 
gateway is consistent with the subnetwork ID of the private network to which it belongs 
(Watson: see claim 1 and also IP address with dedicated port, [0044, 0061, 0062]. For 
example if the private IP address is 192. 168. 1.8 the station 150 will be assigned port 
2008, [0063]). Also see Akman: fig. 1 A, col. 3, lines 43-67 for detail discussion on 
unique IP address and fig. 3A, col. 4, line 61- col. 5, line 59 for the detail of 
translation/interpretation using NAT/firewall. 
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Claims 3-4 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watson in view of Akman and further in view of Beser (US Pat 
6,253,068). 

As to claims 3-4 and 13-15, Watson, in view of Akman, teaches the boundary 
gateway is used for receiving the signaling message from a media gateway connected 
therewith, establishing a signaling tunnel from the boundary gateway to the call 
controller according to its own subnetwork ID (see claim 1), sending the signaling 
message to the call controller (see claims 1 and 2) through the signaling tunnel, and 
when the media gateway initiates the call, automatically establishing a media channel to 
the called side boundary gateway according to the subnetwork ID (see claim 1) of the 
called side boundary gateway, to transmit the media traffic , ([0059] and see fig. 5). 

Watson also teaches that the call controller receives the signaling message from 
the boundary gateway, returns a response message to the media gateway having sent 
the signaling message according to the subnetwork ID of the boundary gateway (PPG 
120 forwards the alerting message to the calling station 150 if the message has been 
received, [0081]). 

Watson does not explicitly teach sending the signaling message to the call 
controller through the signal tunnel. Nor does Watson teach establishing of a signal 
tunnel. 

Beser teaches the use of tunnel where packets will be traveling from a private 
network through the tunnel and establish the media call. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time of the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Beser, in view of Akman, into the 
teaching of Watson for the purpose of processing of a Voice-over-Internet-Protocol 
media flow between an originating telephony device and a terminating telephony device, 
ensuring that the addresses of the ends of the tunneling association are hidden on the 
public network and may increase the security of communication without an increased 
computational burden, (col. 3, lines 25-33) and in support of a more secure 
establishment of calls between call stations behind the NAT firewall, [0077-0082]. 

As to claim 16, Watson, in view of Akman, does not discuss that the signaling 
tunnel, after being established, will remain permanently and be maintained all the time 
by the boundary gateway for the subsequent signaling exchanges between the 
connected media gateways and the call controller. 

Beser teaches forming a tunnel association to protect the integrity/security of a 
communication session as the addresses being hidden in the public network. Therefore 
it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan that the tunnel, after establishment, 
should be preserved permanently for future communication sessions. 

As to claims 17-20, Watson, in view of Akman, teaches when the media 
gateway initiating the call, establishing a media channel from the boundary gateway 
connected with the media gateway to the called side boundary gateway, and 
transferring the media traffic through the media channel ( See claim 1 and [0030,0031]). 
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Watson also teaches the media gateway initiating the call, sending the call 
number (corresponding telephone number are previously stored in a database 
associated with PPG 120, [0043]) to the call controller (PPG 120); 

the call controller, after receiving the call number, analyzing the call number, and 
determining the boundary gateway connected with the media gateway and the called 
side boundary gateway (masquerade module 255 examines each packet received at 
PPG 120. Further masquerade module 255 compares an IP address embedded within 
the data portion of each received packet to a source IP address in the packet header 
indicating the source of the packet, [0051] and fig. 6A label 610, examine the packets 
and subsequently connect message 645); 

the call controller sending a command request to establish a media channel to 
the calling side boundary gateway and the called side boundary gateway respectively 
according to the subnetwork IDs of the calling side boundary gateway and the called 
side boundary gateway (Watson: see fig. 6 for setup/invite message including calling 
station's identity, 0076); 

the call controller receiving the information of the media ports allocated and 
returned by the calling side boundary gateway and the called side boundary gateway 
respectively, and notifying the information of the media ports to the opposite side 
boundary gateways respectively (see fig. 6A - at processing block 625, PPG 120 
transmits the setup/invite to the called station 150. Note that the setup may be received 
at a called station 150 behind a firewall since PPG 120 has established dedicated ports 
during registration, [0079]); 
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Watson does not explicitly teach establishing a media channel; transmitting the 
media traffic through the established media channel; and once finishing transmitting, 
removing media channel automatically. 

Beser teaches establishing a media channel (fig. 4 shows initiating tunnel 
association); transmitting the media traffic through the established media channel (fig. 
18 shown a media flow through the tunnel); and once finishing transmitting, removing 
media channel automatically (this claimed is based on obviousness for the reason of 
bandwidth and resource saving if the channel is not in use. 

INQUIRY 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHUNG-HOANG J. NGUYEN whose telephone number 
is (571)270-1949. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday, 
8:30AM - 5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571 272 7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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